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Happy Holidays from South Carolina!
Rocky L. Napier, DMD – SSPD President

	 As I hope you will agree, this “season” of the year ranks as the 
highest for me personally.  To me, this is a season filled with reflection, hope, 
and promise.  Like you, I have more things to be thankful for than I deserve.  
I still have so many hopes, there is no doubt most will outlive me.  But I 
have a promise that all will come true one day.  Who could ask for more?
	
	 This year has been a first for all of us in so many aspects.  But, 
as I mentioned in my last message, resiliency was the key personally, 
professionally, and organizationally.  With the unprecedented cooperation, 
support, and effort from our remarkable Staff, our Board, and our Members, 
we have stayed the course and will bring this year to a successful end.  As 
your outgoing President, I have never been more impressed.
	
	 To that end, I want to highly encourage you to register for our very 
novel virtual Annual CE Course and Annual Meeting.  I think we have 
assembled numerous very forward-thinking speakers and presentations.  I 
hope you will choose to attend and subsequently incorporate many of their 
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most proactive preventive progressive ideas within every potential realm of your influence on many different 
topics that can be beneficial to the entire pediatric dental team.  If not you, then who?  Please take a minute 
to use this link and register today.  https://www.sspd.org/about/meeting-events/  And please send a note to 
Jonathan and Kim for their magnificent effort in bringing this meeting together.  I could literally write a novel 
about their efforts.

	 In recent months, I have become even more acutely aware of a hundred or more years-old societal 
discussion about oral health for children and the absolute ultimate responsibility of the parent/caregiver.  I have 
become firmly bound to several quotes mostly from some very progressive and prominent members of our 
society, which I actually have found over my career to be some of the most basic fundamental and conservative 
facts I have ever seen.  To that end, I would like to share them with you.  To re-enforce in short, I hope to 
motivate you to change this discussion within your being, your practice, locally, statewide, nationwide, and 
worldwide without reservation.  I invite you to share this with all parents, caregivers, legislators, policy makers, 
administrators, state dental boards, and foundations and any child related profession for the born and unborn.  
We have a huge audience we need to address successfully; else our profession will perish.  Please consider 
incorporating them into your annual resolutions for the new year.  So here we go and some of my comments are 
in parentheses.

	 “People without information cannot act responsibly - People with information are compelled to act 
responsibility.” - Harvey McKay, John P. Carlos, and Alan Randolph; Empowerment Takes More Than a 
Minute.  (Multiple exposures and monitoring frequently and closely over long periods of time are necessary.  
Religious teachings, for example, are generally re-enforced weekly at the minimum. Adult periodontal patients 
are reimbursed on 3 month recalls as a standard of care.  Why are the most vulnerable in our society still on 6 
months reimbursable recalls and not every few weeks, when/if necessary, to monitor behavioral change in the 
household and improved daily oral care?)

	 “Literacy is a bridge from misery to hope.” - Kofi Annan (born 1938) - Former Secretary General of The 
United Nations.  (Take time to actively listen to someone with a different point of view and then guide them 
with the most current information.)

	 “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” - Nelson Mandela 
(1918-2013) - Former President of South Africa.  (Learn and teach everyone about new ways to solve old 
problems.  Don’t expect a new result while continuing to pursue long-term failing ideas.)

	 “The day is surely coming and perhaps within the lifetime of you young men before me when we will 
be engaged in practicing preventive rather than reparative dentistry.” - G.V. Black quote from 1896.  (Please 
evaluate how far we/our professions have/has actually come in the past 125 years.)

	 “Dr., I did not know, No one ever told me, and I don’t know why.” - Parent says circa 1989.  (While 
you may understand what you are saying, make sure the parent understands what you are saying.  And why are 
loving parents still making this comment repeatedly to dentists to this day?)

	 “Health care is not only everyone’s right, but everyone’s responsibility.” - from the book; Where There 
Is No Doctor; David Werner, Carol Thuman, Jane Maxwell - December, 2017.  (Society needs to understand 
their poor health and quality of life undermines the health and quality of life of everyone.  Whether they are 
insured or not, the cost of their uninsured care or lack of care is incorporated into the premiums of those of us 
who are covered.  It’s time we lower our premiums.)
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	 “The health of teeth and gums, along with general health, will improve only when people take the 
lead in caring for themselves.” - from the book; Where There Is No Dentist; Murray Dickson, 2018.  (There is 
absolutely not a single code or reimbursable combination of procedure codes in the ADA CDT Coding Manual, 
that will take the place of an absent parent and/or caregiver.)

	 “As further analysis of oral biofilms results in better risk assessment tools that are more specific and 
reliable, it will also result in the development of improved methods, oral health literacy tools, and drugs 
to manage dental caries as the chronic disease that it is, and we will further emphasize the “pill doctor” 
who is already inside us instead of emphasizing the “knife doctor” who merely treats dental caries after its 
devastation.” - Dr. Joel Berg; Inside Dentistry; The Knife Doctor Versus the Pill Doctor; June, 2019; Volume 
15 Issue 6.  (In our society and healthcare delivery system, higher payments are still being made for surgically 
treating a preventable disease as opposed to preventing the preventable disease.)
	

	 “Dental decay is only doctored/darned/treated in the dental home.  Dental caries is definitively cured 
in the child’s home.” -  Rocky L Napier, DMD - 2018 (Surgically treating a preventable disease is the most 
inappropriate, most inefficient, most expensive, but “surprisingly” the most highly profitable manner to address 
one of the world’s most highly preventable disease processes. And to this day as a whole, all of society are 
complacent to this fact.  Reference obesity.  Such is the price we pay for living in a capitalistic free-market 
democratic republic.  But there is no other place to go.  So, …..) 

	 “In the time we have it is surely our duty to do all the good we can to all the people we can in all 
the ways we can.” - William Barclay (1907-1978) Scottish Author, Professor.  (Help encourage others by 
acknowledging and thanking their efforts.  Collectively, we can, we must change the world.  Remembering …..)

	 “It is easier to build strong children than to repair broken men.” - Frederick Douglass.  (Incidentally and 
curiously, the same holds true for teeth!)

	 I deeply appreciate you all for your ongoing and increasing commitment to build strong children and 
subsequently a stronger profession.  Stay calm, meditate/pray often, continue to use your novel/noble gifts 
to compassionately serve the most vulnerable.  Happy Holidays!  This has been a wonderful and very novel 
experience for me.  

	 Thank you so much!  Talk with you later, Rocky.
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Attitude of Gratitude

District III Trustee Reportf
Dr. Charlie Bertot
Maitland, Florida

www.ibrushteeth.com

Hello to all my friends, colleagues, and those I have not yet had the pleasure and honor 
to meet here in the Southeast District. I truly hope this report and editorial finds you well. 
My term as trustee is just beginning and I did not ponder long on what to write about 

for my first entry as Southeast Trustee… the pandemic is unfortunately still front and center. A negative subject matter is certainly 
not what I wish to dominate my first words in print to you. COVID is such an ugly word and an even uglier reality. It has dealt far 
too many, in so many ways, a brutal blow. It is certainly not difficult to focus only on the negative realities this invisible enemy has 
brought to many: loss of life, loss of business, unemployment, lost revenue, social distancing, the impact on education, diminished 
oral health habits, increase in caries rate, etc., etc. We know the impact all too well. 

Instead, let us focus on the positive and form an “attitude of gratitude”. As the old saying goes, “when you change the way you look 
at things, the things you look at will change”. To say we all have been challenged this year is a major understatement. But in the 
face of that challenge, there have been countless acts of grace, compassion, and sacrifice for the good of our fellow man. Dentistry 
and specifically Pediatric Dentistry admirably holds its place with these acts of service. Within our chosen profession I witnessed, 
received, and gave an outpouring of love and support like never before. Our collective altruism dominated. Instantly from one day 
to the next, individuals came together to share anything of value with one another simply to help someone, anyone. Text and email 
groups were formed and active. Text and email groups that already existed became even more active and grew to include others. And 
these actions occurred on multiple fronts: locally within your community, within your state, within your region and nationally. The 
flow of information was astounding. One such example is our very own Dr. Gerry Samson creating and moderating his COVID 19 
Strategy Series where a variety of experts across dentistry were made available and provided adviceand guidance FOR FREE – these 
ZOOM meetings were open to anyone who cared to join and are still available on Youtube. Thank you, Gerry!

Additionally, thanks must also be given to our American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry and the AAPD Foundation. I can attest 
that in the early weeks of April, collaboration efforts were already underway with Henry Schein Dental to secure PPE, specifically 
masks…not just any masks but FDA approved masks. This was no easy feat as procuring any type of PPE was nearly impossible due 
to severe disruptions in the supply chain. Our AAPD leadership worked tirelessly then, and continues to do so now, for the benefit of 
its members and the patients we provide care to.  Our then AAPD President, Dr. Kevin Donly, our AAPD CEO, Dr. John Rutkauskas 
and Dr. Joel Berg were instrumental in forging this partnership with Henry Schein Dental. As we know, these masks were provided 
to AAPD members for free thanks to the beyond generous donation of $1,000,000 by the AAPD Foundation to make it all possible. 
The numerous AAPD Townhalls have been timely and helpful with excellent information. Current AAPD President, our very own 
Dr. Jessica Lee, has done an excellent job in helping guide our Academy through this difficult time. Thank you to all the above and 
the many others that worked and continue to work behind the scenes.

Not to be left out, the SSPD Executive Committee has met virtually several times over these past months to discuss and plan for the 
2021 Annual Meeting. They have put a great program in place, and I will let SSPD President, Dr. Rocky Napier and this newsletter, 
provide you with those details. None the less, thank you to all on the SSPD Executive Committee for your time, efforts, leadership, 
and vision.

There is much to be thankful for. The above is only a sample of the many acts of selflessness and volunteer leadership that we have 
all benefited from just inside the world of Pediatric Dentistry. I know it does not end there; it is everywhere. “Change the way you 
look at things, the things you look at will change”.

Smiles Always,
Charlie Bertot
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Southeastern Society of Pediatric Dentistry

“Proactive Prevention and Planning 
for the Pediatric Dental Team”

SSPD GOES VIRTUAL
2021 Annual Meeting

JANUARY 15 - 16
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MEETING PLATFORM

Streaming for the conference is on a Zoom platform and connecting to Conference 
Tracker. While presenters will be using Zoom, Attendees do not actually join the 
Zoom room. They will be in Conference Tracker watching a live video feed of the 
presenter’s Zoom room. In other words, they will be in a watch-only mode.

Live feedback from the audience would come from each session’s social feed. 
While Attendees are watching the presentation, they will be able to post questions 
and messages on this social feed. A moderator in the session can be in charge of 
providing this information over to the Zoom chat room for presenters to read and 
answer.

www://conftrac.com/sspd21

Exhibitors supporting our speakers and this event:

ULTRADENT
ELEVATE ORAL CARE

DMG AMERICA
NUSMILE
COLGATE
DENOVA

SPRIG

	 In Conference Tracker you will find the Sponsor/Exhibitor Company Profile:
	 Includes: company description, company logo, contact information, social 

networks.

	 The Promotional Content will be included in the Virtual Exhibit Hall 
offered in the Conference Attendee Mobile App.

	 Via the Conference Attendee Mobile App, you will be able to privately
 message other attendees, post on social walls throughout the event, and watch

 presentations.
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SSPD Website
Membership Directory Login Update

Our directory has been updated with our most recent membership list 
from the Academy.

We have a new method for accessing the directory.

Go to the Member Directory page and 
click: Forgot my password. click here to reset

Enter email address as both username and email and a new password 
will be emailed to you.  Sign back in with your username (email) and 
your new password.

Once signed in, you can go to your profile and reset the password.  
Look in the upper right hand corner for Howdy!__________

 


