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President’s

Message

Dr. Meredith Papadea

Pawleys Island, SC 

  In my last message to you as 
SSPD president, stressing the 
importance of organized den-
tistry seems to be a fitting end 
to my year.

 In October, I attended my first ADA House of Delegates after being 
elected as an alternate delegate for the South Carolina Dental As-
sociation. I wasn’t sure what to expect, but it was an exciting week-
end.  There were an unusual number of resolutions brought before the 
House, which led to days of discussion, debate, and voting. 
It was an honor to see our colleagues spend so many volunteer hours 
contributing the betterment of our profession while also maintaining 
its integrity.

Of particular interest to our specialty was Resolution 407. The resolu-
tion initially proposed that the ADA write its own set of Pediatric Se-
dation Guidelines. The AAPD opposed this resolution and reached out 
to its members with a webinar designed to present facts, answer ques-
tions, and create a strong, united viewpoint. Then, with a concerted ef-
fort at our regional caucuses, reference committees, and on the floor of 
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the House, our involved colleagues were able to give verbal and written testimony as to why a sepa-
rate set of guidelines could be deleterious to the safety of our patients
Seeing members from the SSPD stand up and speak for something they wholeheartedly believed in 
was both humbling and empowering!

In the end, ADA and AAPD members were able to present an amended resolution to the House that n the end, ADA and AAPD members were able to present an amended resolution to the House that 
was amenable to all parties and above all will keep our patients safe. The amended resolution passed was amenable to all parties and above all will keep our patients safe. The amended resolution passed 
in the House; and the ADA will begin the process of writing a guideline for pediatric sedation with in the House; and the ADA will begin the process of writing a guideline for pediatric sedation with 
input from the AAPD, the AAP(American Academy of Pediatrics), and many other stakeholder or-input from the AAPD, the AAP(American Academy of Pediatrics), and many other stakeholder or-
ganizations. ganizations. 

This collaborative effort would not have been possible without the processes set forth by organized This collaborative effort would not have been possible without the processes set forth by organized 
dentistry. Engaged dentists encouraged to voice their opinions, have open dialogue, and reach com-dentistry. Engaged dentists encouraged to voice their opinions, have open dialogue, and reach com-
promises regarding a resolution that could have easily gone under the radar without the involve-promises regarding a resolution that could have easily gone under the radar without the involve-
ment of the AAPD. Whether it is your local ADA component, your state pediatric dental society, the ment of the AAPD. Whether it is your local ADA component, your state pediatric dental society, the 
SSPD, or the AAPD/ADA, I strongly recommend that you get involved. Together, we can use our SSPD, or the AAPD/ADA, I strongly recommend that you get involved. Together, we can use our 
voices to uphold the autonomy of our specialty, protect our patients, and strengthen the bonds within voices to uphold the autonomy of our specialty, protect our patients, and strengthen the bonds within 
our profession as a whole. our profession as a whole. 

Now that I have convinced you to get involved, why not start with a party! The SSPD will have its 60th 
anniversary in 2026, and we are planning to celebrate in Puerto Rico at the newly renovated Ritz Carlton, 
October 15-18, 2026.  We will be toasting 60 years of outstanding CE, abundant advocacy, and supportive 
fellowship! There will be opportunities for learning, networking, relaxing, and having fun! Look for more 
details to come in the next few months and at our annual meeting in January. 

Thank you all for this incredible opportunity to serve as your president.  I look forward to seeing every-
one in Atlanta in just a few months and watching 
SSPD members be involved in all areas of orga-
nized dentistry in the future!

SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE

SSPD 2026 ANNIVERSARY RESORT MEETINGSSPD 2026 ANNIVERSARY RESORT MEETING

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15th – SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18thTHURSDAY, OCTOBER 15th – SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18th

More infomation to come:More infomation to come:
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Trustee Report
Dr. Ann Bynum

Simpsonville, South Carolina

Dear SSPD Members,

A Fond Farewell and a Warm Welcome
As my three-year term as your AAPD Southeast Trustee comes to an end, 
I find myself reflecting with gratitude on this journey. Serving in this role 

has been one of the true honors of my professional life. I’ve been humbled 
to represent our district, to learn from so many of you, and to contribute in 
some small way to the mission we all share — ensuring the best possible 

oral health for children.

What makes this transition especially meaningful is knowing that I will be 
passing the torch to not only an outstanding leader, but also a dear friend. 

In May 2026, Dr. Reza Ardalan of Port Saint Lucie, Florida, will begin his term as our new Southeast Trustee. Many of you 
already know Reza’s warmth, energy, and vision. He is a passionate advocate for our patients, a tireless supporter of our profes-

sion, and someone whose leadership will inspire confidence in every setting.

I couldn’t be more thrilled to see Reza step into this role. I know firsthand the depth of his commitment and the heart he brings to 
everything he does. Our district — and the Academy as a whole — will be in wonderful hands.

Please join me in congratulating Dr. Reza Ardalan, as he prepares for this new chapter. And thank you, from the bottom of my 
heart, for allowing me the privilege of serving you these past three years!

In Success,
Ann Bynum



44



44 55



66



66 77



88

Registration

Course Tuition:
S695 AAPD Members
$795 Non-Members
$395 Staff or Guest
$75 Full Time Faculty
$75 Retired Member
$0 Students no charge

For additional information contact:

Kimberly Brooks, Executive Secretary
804-475-9551 Email: kimberlybrooks716@gmail.com 

The Southeastern Society of Pediatric Dentistry designates this activity for 15 continuing education credits.
Southeastern Society of Pediatric Dentistry is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider approved by American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry. ADA CERP is a service 
of the American Dental Association to assist dental professionals in identifying quality providers of continuing dental education. ADA CERP does not approve 
or endorse individual courses or instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of dentistry Concerns or complaints about a CE provider 
may be directed to the provider or to ADA CERP at www.ada.org/cerp.org . The Programs Committee nor the Central Office of the SSPD have no relevant 
financial relationships to disclose. ADA CERP credit approval - pending.

Jonathan Jackson, Executive Director 
404-255-8443 Email: jmjdmd@hotmail.com

Breakfast and Breaks Daily

Cancellation  Fee:
Cancellations must be in writing and 
received by SSPD at least seven days 
in advance of the time registration 
opens at the meeting.

Cancellations will be assessed a $50 
administration fee.

Refunds will be processed after the 
meeting.

Grand Hyatt Atlanta 
in  Buckhead

3300 Peachtree Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30305

1-404-237-1234

Grandhyattatlanta.com

Registration begins August 1, 2025

Attendee Meeting Reservation

Scan QR code for Reservation 
https://www.hyatt.com/events/en-US/group-
booking/ATLGH/G-JM26

Guestroom rates $255.00 a night

Cut off date - December 24, 2025

Meeting Summary
Friday: Mental Health - recognizing, avoiding, and dealing with burnout

Saturday: Physical Health - how to keep our bodies healthy with exercise, 
nutrition, and sleep

Sunday: Oral Health- science behind the gut microbiome and what that means for 
us and our patients.

Scan QR code to register
or copy/paste the link to register

https://conftrac.com/#/registration/attendee/
?domain=SSPD26


